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Welcome from the Head of Faculty
On behalf of all staff in the Faculty of 
Supported Learning and New College 
Lanarkshire, I have the great privilege 
of welcoming you to the Faculty’s first 
Celebration of Achievement. We hope you 
have enjoyed your experience with us and 
more importantly that you feel you have 
acquired the necessary skills and knowledge 
to continue on your journey. Whatever 
destination you are heading for we hope you 
will look back at your time at New College Lanarkshire fondly.

The Faculty was recognised as a Centre of Excellence this year 
by ASDAN. ASDAN is a pioneering curriculum development 
organisation and awarding body, offering programmes and 
qualifications that explicitly grow skills for learning, skills for 
employment and skills for life. This is a rewarding affirmation 
of our purpose to provide opportunities for our learners to access 
employment, supported employment and develop independent 
living skills throughout Lanarkshire. This and reflects well on 
all the staff and learners who have contributed to faculty and 
College life this year.

Today is about you and your significant achievement whether you 
are a learner, parent or carer.

Enjoy the day and well done!

David McShane 
Head of Faculty
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THIS YEAR!
Achievements



Project SEARCH is a one year transition programme for students 
with additional support needs, providing education and training 
for students wishing to move into employment. The programme 
is delivered at three hospital sites across Lanarkshire and is run 
in partnership with North Lanarkshire and South Lanarkshire 
Council’s Supported Employment Services, NHS Lanarkshire, ISS 
and SERCO. Project SEARCH is an American model which has 
been replicated worldwide as a result of its success in supporting 
students into paid employment. Lanarkshire was the first Scottish 
site and continues to be extremely successful.

The Faculty is delighted to report that the NHS Continuous 
Improvement Audit which took place at Wishaw General 
Hospital on October 26th & 28th 2016 commended the 
programme, highlighting the following strengths:

• “The dedication of the young people and their goal of 
employment”

• “Good collaboration between the onsite team members”

• “The mentors and managers involved in hosting Project 
SEARCH interns understood the point of the programme. The 
onsite team was fully supportive, and available when needed. 
This is really important for the continued success of the 
programme at Wishaw General Hospital”

• “Prior to last year, employment outcomes have been above the 
UK average, keep working towards 100%!”

• “The fact that graduates continue to be supported for years 
after the program is really brilliant to ensure lifelong change 
and success”.



John Mather Award - supporting the Wee Shop
The Faculty submitted a bid last year to the John Mather Charitable 
Trust who provides services to children and young people to 
support the advancement of education and assist in the relief 
of poverty. The Trust granted an award and with the funding 
received, we established the now infamous ‘Wee Shop’ which 
has a base in each of the three main campuses.

Students gain a number of skills from this including team work, 
confidence, business expertise and employability skills. With 
students being involved in the whole process, including setting 
up the business and stall, preparing goods and selling items.

This opportunity provides students with the chance to gain an 
excellent insight into the business world, promoting skills for both 
employment and self-employment. The stalls sell a range of gift 
items such as cards, soaps, body lotions and scrubs, chocolates 
and biscuits and floristry items. Students have previously 
produced such items and have shown their ability to produce 
these to a high spec and marketable standard.



The ‘Wee Shop’ Christmas & Spring Fayre
The Faculty presented the ‘Wee Shop’ at the Cumbernauld Campus 
Christmas Fayre on Tuesday 6th December 2016. The students 
also set up a ‘Pop- Up Christmas Coffee’ morning where they sold 
tea, coffee, hot chocolate and cakes handmade in their cookery 
classes. These events raised £195!

Spring ‘Déjà Vu’ took place on Tuesday 28th April again at the 
Cumbernauld Campus. Students and staff were encouraged to 
donate unwanted and unused gifts or good quality clothes. The 
project coincided with the wider college’s ‘Green Week’ event. 
Additionally the ‘Enterprise and Employability’ group used the 
‘Wee Shop’ to set up an Easter stall, selling Easter eggs, flower 
bombs, Easter treat bags and plants which the gardening 
classes had grown’. An amazing £330 made from these events!



ASDAN Award!
The Faculty were delighted to see the hard work of students and 
staff recognised this year by the Educational Charity ASDAN. 
New College Lanarkshire was deemed a “Centre of Excellence” for 
its inclusive curriculum.

The College received the honour from curriculum development 
organisation ASDAN in recognition of outstanding practice. 
ASDAN (Award Scheme and Accreditation Network) is a 
Bristol-based educational charity that offers programmes and 
qualifications that grow skills for learning, employment and life. 
It awards Centre of Excellence certificates annually to schools 
and colleges who are achieving good outcomes for students with 
special educational needs and disabilities.

The Faculty of Supported Learning also plans to make greater use 
of a garden and polytunnel at our Motherwell Campus to expand 
the environmental and vocational course provision in the future. 
David McShane, Head of Faculty said: “New College Lanarkshire 
and ASDAN have enjoyed a positive working relationship for many 
years now and the staff of the Faculty are honoured to have their 
hard work and commitment to rewarding achievement acknowledged. 
This award is a fantastic accolade for the College, its students and 
staff, particularly in the Faculty of Supported Learning”.



Visit to Scottish Parliament.
Widening Access to Further Education

Removing barriers to accessing lifelong learning is a key element 
of the Skills Strategy and focus of the Scottish Government and 
staff. Two of our students, Karen Davidson & Deborah McMahon 
from the Faculty were delighted to showcase the innovative and 
flexible programmes to Scotland’s colleges on behalf of the Faculty 
at the Scottish Parliament on the 27th September 2016.

The focus of the presentation was about working with partners to 
ensure that everyone can take advantage of the opportunities 
presented by further education irrespective of their background 
or personal circumstances.

During 2016/17 New College Lanarkshire’s Faculty of Supported 
Learning worked in conjunction with NHS Lanarkshire and North 
Lanarkshire Social Work, running a pilot programme to promote 
access to further education for individuals who were receiving 
support from addictions and/or mental health teams.

Students participated on a part-time courses entitled ‘Moving 
On’ and ‘Next Steps’, carrying out a range of subjects that could 
be easily transferred to their daily lives. These included healthy 
eating, cookery, food hygiene, budgeting and IT. All classes were 
carried out on a practical basis to promote participation.



Raising Money for Charity
Students from Motherwell Campus undertook a sponsored walk 
around Drumpellier Park in aid of cancer research. All did really 
well despite the cold weather. 



STUDENT

Success
GARY SMITH & GORDON KIRKPARTRICK - In June of this 
year two of our Coatbridge ‘Skills for Life’ students competed in 
the Inclusive Skills Catering Regional Heats at City of Glasgow 
College. Gary Smith achieved a silver with Gordon Kirkpatrick 
achieving a bronze placing.

CRAIG JOHN CLARK (CJ) completed the Independent Living 
Skills course at Cumbernauld Campus and then progressed on 
to Project Search.

GILLIAN RANKIN came onto the Next Steps course last year at 
Cumbernauld Campus. From this she progressed to a full-time 
Enterprise and Employability course.

JAMES GRAY from Cumbernauld Campus successfully completed 
the elementary food hygiene qualification during his twilight 
course at Cumbernauld Campus and James is now working 
at Cornerstone.

LIAM NOLAN has now qualified to be part of the British Disability 
Athletics Team and a member of the International Team. He 
will represent Britain in the Special Olympics in Sheffield next 
year. This also means he can be called for the Paralympic Team. 
He currently holds 2nd place in country for shot put (Disability 
Team). Liam is currently enrolled on the Skills for Life course at 
Cumbernauld Campus.



JAYE BEGLEY from Motherwell Campus who was on integrated 
course last year, progressed on to a hairdressing course at NCL. 
She’s completed a placement with ‘Perfect Endings’ hairdressers 
last year and has continued there for her placement this year. 
She’s been informed that they will have a job for her at the end of 
college if she continues at the standard she is working.

NATALIE WELSH nominated for a Young Scot Award & also a 
Diversity Award for setting up a support group to help youngsters 
make the most of local clubs and organisations in Airdrie.

STUART FLORENCE was shortlisted for ‘Course Rep of the Year’ 
at the SPARQS Awards! Huge congratulations!! The awards 
were presented on Thursday 23rd March 2017 Surgeons’ Hall, 
Edinburgh and although Stuart didn’t win on this occasion, 
he is our shining star!! Well done Stuart!

LAUREN FINDLAY & GEORGE STOKESLEY from Cumbernauld 
Campus will be representing the college at the Regional Catering 
Competition on 8th June 2017. If successful they will qualify for 
the Inclusive Competition at the Skills Show in November 2017.
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Our experience!
MOTHERWELL CAMPUS:

“I have enjoyed my time at college. I have met lots of new friends 
and the 2 years have gone in so fast” Sophie

“I’ve had the best time of my life at college. I have met loads of 
new friends especially my girlfriend and the time at college has 
absolutely flown in.” Grant

“It’s already over! These past two years have been fun. I’ve made 
new friends. I’ve really enjoyed the course work and the subjects 
I’ve chosen.” Ryan Walls

“Wow, I can’t believe that my past 2 years at college are over. I’ve 
had a few struggles, but overall I have enjoyed my time here. My 
favourite classes have been beauty, relationships, cooking around 
the world and everyday living” Rosie Doran

“My time at college has been through the storms of the sea. It 
has also been a learning time. I have met amazing people. My 
confidence has also improved, it has brought out the gentleman 
side of me. I have made so many friends. My favourite subjects at 
college are computing, pports & fitness and fantasy football.“ 
 Craig Astrauskes

“It’s been three years since I came to New College Lanarkshire, it’s 
been fun, learning new skills, I will miss the classes and lecturers.” 
 Nicole Moody

“Before I moved to this college I thought I was going down a path 
to nothing, like it was a big mistake, but it turns out to be a best 
mistake I ever made!” Steve Lynn



“My time at college has been good so far. I like most of the classes 
on this course. My favourite subjects are construction, ICT and 
Fitness. I enjoy learning new things and also most of the lessons. 
My favourite lesson was learning how to use Photoshop in the 
ICT class and so far I have developed a lot of knowledge on the 
software” Shaun Hay

“I feel college has been good for me, it has given me more 
confidence to talk to different people, I have made a new friend. I 
have learned to send emails to people and I also loved learning 
about Photoshop.” Kieon Skeoch

“This college is so great! It helped me get more confidence and 
it helped me with my strength. I enjoyed the college years it has 
made me stronger to stand up to bullies and I have become really 
good friends with my classmates. Iam eally respectful to the 
lecturers and I am thankful to the lecturers for welcoming me 
onto this course.” Natasha McKinnon

“My college years have been enjoyable. I have built up good 
friendship with other students.” Natalie Welsh

“In the last two years I’ve been through a lot. I’ve enjoyed the 
whole course as it has been fun. All the classes are enjoyable to go 
through I mainly enjoy computing and numeracy.” William Wilson

“My college experience has been great! I love the lessons, and love 
the people. So happy I got to meet new friends and grow as a 
person. My confidence has increased as this is what I wanted to 
work on at college and if i could repeat the last two years I would 
and I would also not change anything!” Sean Ingles

“This course has given me better skills to talk to people, interact in 
groups better and gain more skills. I have made more friends and 
we go out at weekends. I have really enjoyed being on this course 
because it has motivated me more knowing that I’m going to walk 
in to seeing my friends, doing work and learning new things.” 
 Laura Kelly



“I like college and most of the classes. There’s some classes that are 
too long but apart from that I would say college has helped me.” 
 Blair McManus

“I have enjoyed my 2 years at college and making new friends and 
meeting friendly lecturers. I also enjoy some of my classes” 
 Allanah May Smith

“My experience at college has been good , the 2 years I have been 
here I really enjoyed it and I think I might come back for another 
course after this one” Euan Graham

“The course was good, I really enjoy the beauty and computing. 
This year I enjoyed hairdressing.” Andzelika Buszka

“I have enjoyed my experience at college a lot. I have enjoyed 
making new friends and nice people around the college. I also 
liked a lot of the lecturers they were very friendly and helpful. 
I enjoyed creating things and taking part in activities” 
 David Rusilowski

“College has been a great experience for me to meet new friends and 
learn more stuff. I have enjoyed my beauty and hairdressing class.” 
Chloe Nicol

“College has been very interesting this year. It has been a really good 
experience and through it I have learned how to do my CV and apply 
for jobs and other courses that I wouldn’t have been able to do if not 
for this course. Without this course I wouldn’t know half the things I 
know and I wouldn’t have any of the friends I do so I am really glad I 
took this opportunity.” Terri McDougal

Students at Motherwell Campus enjoying new learning experiences.



COATBRIDGE CAMPUS

“College has helped me with my reading and writing and 
confidence too!” Alana Hayton

“I think that the options classes on Monday have to be looked 
at. I think they could add maybe a sports class to the agenda 
or a cooking class. Apart from that there is nothing else I would 
change about the course.” Stephen Penman

“What I enjoyed the most about college was the top class banter 
as well as meeting new people along the way. It helped to boost 
some of my current skills and helped me gain new skills as well.” 
 Nathan Rodger

“I like the English class as it is helping me to understand English 
better and I love the debates. The lecturer really lets you express 
yourself we can all get on great with our debates also enterprise 
cause we can contribute our ideas and help raise money for the 
course also I like numeracy as it updates my previous numeracy 
and gives me a new qualification which I didn’t have before also 
team building as it builds up our team building skills and it 
helped me cause I now feel a lot more confident.” Jason Watson

“I think this course has been beneficial to me as it has taught 
new skills on how to be a better employee and how to be a people 
person and overcome my shyness. It also help me by building up 
my confidence and help me to be a better person.” 
 Nicola McGinness



CUMBERNAULD CAMPUS

“I have enjoyed the course for the hands on experience.” 
 Gillian Rankin

“I have gained mega amounts of confidence since starting.” 
 Sharon Currie

“Its opened a pathway for entering further education.” 
 Calum Carlyle

“I enjoyed this course, I have met new people, and have lots of 
enterprise ideas.” Jason Beattie

“It’s helped me realise what I would like to do in the working 
world.” Morgan Murray

“It’s been good to gain experience through the work placement.” 
 Kirsty Lee

“It’s helped identify my strengths and what I enjoy doing in work.” 
 David Stevenson



“The availability of this course has given patients within the 
Cumbernauld and Kilsyth the opportunity to learn valuable 
health and wellbeing life skills, along with integrating within 
mainstream education and improving overall social skills 
through the opportunities that the College has offered to all the 
patients with the Cumbernauld and Kilsyth Community Mental 
Health Team. This course has given our patients a very valuable 
opportunity for integration and learning healthy living skills” 
 Martin Tobin 
 Clinical Health Care Support Worker

Students views on the course:

“The course for me has already made a change in my life for the 
better by giving me an opportunity to participate in something 
interesting instead of staying in my house alone drinking or 
taking drugs and not interacting with people.  The course has 
given me a bit of hope for my future instead of the bleak outlook 
I’ve had for a while....” Student A

“Made me more confident, showed me good communication skills 
and team work” Student B

“My skills were improved and made a change in my social skills 
towards others” Student C
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OUR STAFF
The Faculty is very proud of all our staff who work tirelessly 
throughout the year to ensure our learners have a positive College 
experience.

Special mention goes this year to Matt Steel, Catherine O’Donnell-
Cassidy and Ann McGonigle for undertaking their Teaching 
Qualification, Further Education at Stirling University. Matt Steel 
has also been being heavily involved in developing a partnership 
with Locality to deliver an Internet safety course. This course 
targets students with an ASN to help raise awareness about safe 
practice whilst using the internet.

Staff within the Cumbernauld team have worked collaboratively 
on a number of enterprise projects throughout the year.  This has 
allowed a number of different student groups to be involved in a 
variety of fundraising activities.

Thanks also to Claire Campleman of our Motherwell Campus 
for her efforts in developing a new partnership to help deliver 
‘breakpoint’ as a subject. This subject is delivered with support 
and in partnership with former members of the SAS. The subject 
focus is on encouraging a healthier lifestyle and developing self-
confidence and leadership. Claire has also completed the SQA 
LD11 qualification for internal verifying along with Elizabeth 
Smith. Elizabeth has completed a ten week course with the Royal 
Horticultural Society entitled ‘An Introduction to Horticulture’ and 
this will greatly support the curriculum.

I am sure you would join with us in saying well done and a big 
thank you to all our staff for their efforts.





NCLanarkshire

www.nclanarkshire.ac.uk

New College Lanarkshire: Registered Charity Number SC021206 NCL Marketing no: 170322


