Awards
and

Achievements
May – August 2018

Supported Learning
A GRAND RESULT FOR SCOTTISH AUTISM
Students from the Faculty of Supported Learning at the Motherwell Campus held a
fundraiser in June in the Atrium.
The cakes and items sold by the Connect and Engage 28 students made just over
£100 and this brings the total raised for Scottish Autism by our students to more than
£1,300.
The total has been raised through various events including a sponsored walk, music
performance and a games morning.

GROWING FLOWERS AND GROWING POTENTIAL
Students from the Faculty of Supported Learning have been getting greenfingered
growing their own selection of flowers at the Cumbernauld Campus.
The Raising Your Potential class group planted bulbs at the start of the year in the College’s garden and have been carefully looking after them all year – and are delighted
with the results of fresh and beautiful flowers.
Their first crop was sold to admiring customers at the Easter Enterprise stall in the
Cumbernauld Campus.
Lecturer Tony McIntyre said: “Well done to the students who have worked hard to look
after and grow their flowers throughout the year.
“They are splendid and we were all very pleased to see how they turned out. I hope their
friends and family enjoy them as much as we enjoyed looking after them.”

STUDENT SHOWS HIS FIRE FOR
WORK IN CUMBERNAULD CANTEEN
A student has been working hard at
developing life skills within New College
Lanarkshire – but not just within the
classroom.
Craig Valentine, currently in his second
year of the Life Skills, Employability
and Personal Development programme
at the Cumbernauld Campus, took on a
placement within the canteen.
Craig was mentored by Canteen Manager
Eddie Kelly to gain skills in hospitality
and food preparation.
Lecturer Margaret Connor said: “From the
onset Craig has displayed an eagerness
to learn and progress, which coupled with
his friendly and cheery disposition, have
not only made him a valuable asset to
the Catering team but also a fantastic
ambassador for the Faculty of Supported
Learning.
“He is very hopeful to go on to a higher
level course, which will complement
his future career in catering, or gain
employment within the hospitality
Industry.”

Service Industries
PROFESSIONAL COOKERY STUDENT
WINS GLENEAGLES SCHOLARSHIP
A Hospitality student from New College
Lanarkshire has won a prized scholarship
with the Gleneagles Hotel.
Patryk Brodacki, who recently
completed HNC Professional Cookery
at the Motherwell Campus, is only the
second recipient of the Gibby Culinary
Scholarship, which was set up in memory
of late Gleneagles chef Alan Gibb.
Budding chefs from colleges all over
Scotland competed for the chance to cook
in the kitchen of the luxury five-star
resort hotel.
Simon Attridge, Gleneagles’ Executive
Chef, said: “We’re delighted to offer
our 2018 Gibby Scholarship to Patryk,
who showed determination, positivity,
a willingness to learn and creativity
throughout the competition.”

MAKE-UP ARTISTRY STUDENTS SHOWCASE SKILLS IN LIVE EVENT
Make-up Artistry students transformed the Coatbridge Campus for their endof-year exhibition.
Some 36 students took part in the event, displaying the themes of their chosen
characters, which included characters from Alice in Wonderland, Game of
Thrones and Mythology.
A catwalk-style event for staff, students, lecturers, family, friends and industry
experts took place at 6pm before the doors were opened to the public at 6.30pm
and models took their places in their respective sets.
Lecturer and organiser Sharon Clark said: “This year’s showcase was one of the
best ever, with students taking aspects from every unit they have completed
throughout their time at college to create a visually amazing event.”

BEAUTY THERAPY STUDENTS GET
HANDS-ON EXPERIENCE
A skin expert visited New College
Lanarkshire’s Coatbridge Campus to
speak to Beauty Therapy students about
her experience as a skin camouflage
expert – expanding their knowledge
on the range of careers and therapies
available to them after they graduate.
Christine Carrick, a practitioner at St.
John’s Hospital in West Lothian, visited
the group to discuss the various skin
conditions that they might encounter
throughout their future careers as health
professionals.
Christine is also a volunteer for charity
Changing Faces, which is dedicated to
supporting and representing children,
young people and adults who have a
visible difference to their face, hands or
body.

Computing & Creative Industries
PHOTOGRAPHY TALENT SHOWCASED IN HOSPICE CALENDAR
The work of 10 Photography students is set to feature in the St. Andrew’s Hospice 2019
calendar after a competition held at the College.
Students on the NQ, HNC and HND Photography courses at the Motherwell and
Coatbridge campuses submitted more than 160 entries that reflect the hospice’s values
of peace, love, compassion, tranquillity and care.
The winners were decided by a panel of expert judges, including professional
photographers Colin Prior, David Ruff and Colin Mackenzie, St. Andrew’s Hospice
representatives Bruce Mackenzie and Lauren McKenzie and New College Lanarkshire’s
Fiona Thomson and Curriculum & Quality Leader Lewis Napier.
Meanwhile, Lewis was named Professional Photographer of the Year at the BIPP
(British Institute of Professional Photography) Scottish Region Awards at a ceremony
held at the Grosvenor Cinema in Glasgow in May.
Two HND Photography students, Samantha Sweeney and Katy McGuiness, picked
up Silver awards, with HNC student Sofia Conti achieving a Merit award at the same
ceremony.

FILM FESTIVAL FIRST
FOR NCL
The inaugural New College
Lanarkshire Annual Film
Festival took place at the
CCA on Sauchiehall Street
on June 14.
Students, their families and
friends gathered to watch
a varied programme of
short films, documentaries
and showreels compiled
from students’ submissions
from all levels of our Film
and Television courses,
and in addition there were
10 awards up for grabs in
various categories.

STUDENTS WORK IN
HARMONY FOR DEBUT SINGLE
Motherwell Campus HNC Music
student Kelsey Jones released her
debut single, ‘Little Things You Do’
– with a little help from her friends.
The single was released on the
Become One Music record label,
which is run by Music Business
students.
Sound Production students at
the Cumbernauld Campus were
responsible for the recording
process. HND Film and TV students
were also involved in making a
music video for the track.

Care & Science
CHINESE DENTAL PARTNERSHIPS STRENGTHENED FOLLOWING VISIT
An international partnership between New College Lanarkshire and universities in
China has taken a step forward following a recent visit.
Staff members from the College met with partners at Chifeng University and Youjiang
University, with whom they already offer dental training partnerships, and discussed
establishing a similar agreement with Heze Medical College. The visit follows New
College Lanarkshire being crowned Dental Trainer of the Year at the Scottish Dental
Awards in April.

CARE STUDENTS RAISE MONEY
FOR LOCAL CHARITIES
National 5 Health and Social Care
students have been taking high and low
roads in aid of charity. Eleven students
reached the summit of Meikle Bin,
raising £93.67 for St. Andrews First Aid in
Kirkintilloch.
Another nine learners walked from
Kirkintilloch Campus to Cumbernauld
Campus, a distance of over nine miles,
raising £135 for HOPE for Autism.
Furthermore, Early Years, Health and
Social Care CQL Yvonne Nixon was
victorious in the NCL Everest Challenge,
which involved taking the stairs to the
fourth floor of the Motherwell Campus
three times a day for one academic year
and climbing the equivalent of Mount
Everest in the process.

CHILDCARE STUDENTS EASE TRANSITION FROM NURSERY TO SCHOOL
Students on the Preparation for Childcare class at the Cumbernauld Campus held
a workshop for 16 children from the on-campus nursery to familiarise them with
what was to come on their first day of primary school – complementing the nursery’s
existing transitional activity.
The workshop involved a number of interactive activities including dressing for school,
finding your peg and helping the puppet with his worries about school.
They were also each presented with a starting school book and certificate designed by
the students.

Business, Social Science & Sport
NHS LANARKSHIRE STAFF ADVANCE CAREERS AT NEW COLLEGE LANARKSHIRE
Unsung heroes from the NHS have had their achievements recognised in a special awards
ceremony after completing a work-based qualification at New College Lanarkshire.
Administrative and support staff from NHS Lanarkshire attended the celebratory event at
the Motherwell Campus after completing the SVQ Business and Administration Level 2 and 3
qualifications delivered through a partnership between the College and NHS Lanarkshire.
The event also allowed the students to be provided with further work-based opportunities
within the College, including progression to the HNC in Administration and IT or HNC in
Management.

ILLUMINATING WRITING BY FACULTY STAFF
John Gould, CQL for Social Sciences at Cumbernauld Campus, has had an article published in
the next edition of ‘Scottish Education’, published by Edinburgh University.
John wrote a comprehensive overview of the Social Sciences curriculum covering topics such
as Psychology, Sociology, Philosophy and Politics. The book is available worldwide through
Amazon.
Administration and Accounting lecturer Peter Gellatly is taking his touring exhibition on
Scotland’s lighthouse heritage to New Lanark, Ocean Terminal in Leith, and Summerlee
Museum of Scottish Industrial Life this summer.
His accompanying book, Following the Lights, is the first guide to Scotland’s lighthouses and is
the culmination of two decades of research.

Engineering & Automotive
ELECTRONIC SECURITY APPRENTICES EXCEL AT IFSEC IN LONDON
Four apprentices from New College Lanarkshire were on fire at a major electronic
security industry skills contest in London. Aaron Wilson and Stuart McLuskie claimed
two first place finishes, while Steven Flanigan and Andrew Tham claimed a first and a
second place finish at the 20th annual IFSEC Engineers of Tomorrow competition.
More than 60 student engineers from all over the UK showed off their skills over two
days at the ExCeL arena. Meanwhile, David Scott, the CQL for Built Environment and
Securities, was recently named as an IFSEC Global Influencer 2018. He was listed as
the third most influential person in the system design, installation and integration area
of the fire and securities industry.

ROSS TO REPRESENT TEAM UK AT
EUROSKILLS BUDAPEST
Former New College Lanarkshire
student Ross Megahy has been selected
to represent the UK at the prestigious
EuroSkills competition, taking place in
Hungary in September.
He will be one of Team UK’s 22 elite
competitors in Budapest, where he
will compete in his specialist subject,
Mechanical Engineering: CAD.
He follows in the footsteps of Betsy
Crosbie, who competed in EuroSkills
Gothenburg to bring home a Medallion of
Excellence in 2016.

HEAVY VEHICLE APPRENTICE SCOOPS TOP AWARD
A heavy vehicle apprentice from New College Lanarkshire has scooped a top skills
prize – after finishing as runner-up in the same competition last year. Ryan Shah
was named Scottish Young Engineer of the Year at the Institute of Road Transport
Engineers (IRTE) competition, which was held recently at the Kilmarnock Campus of
Ayrshire College.
A final-year apprentice in Heavy Vehicle Maintenance and Repair at the Motherwell
Campus, Ryan impressed the judges in eight practical tasks including diagnosing
complex faults in engines, transmission, steering and braking systems.

CAADT STUDENT CREATES
WINNING DESIGN
HND Computer Aided Architectural
Design and Technology student Sophie
Orr has won an architectural design
competition held by the College and
Maggie’s. All students on the course were
challenged with creating a design for a
plot of land behind University Hospital
Wishaw. They were given a brief from
Maggie’s Centre staff at Monklands, with
the projects being judged by Maggie’s
Centre staff from Gartnavel and Peter
Moran from Keppie Design in Glasgow.
Sophie was announced as the winner at
the Computing and Creative Industries
end-of-year showcase at the Motherwell
Campus, which featured the work of more
than 100 students who completed courses
in the Faculty of Computing and Creative
Industries and the Faculty of Engineering.

College successes
COLLEGE RECOGNISED FOR
COMMITMENT TO EXCELLENCE
New College Lanarkshire has been
recognised for its ongoing quality
improvement by the European Foundation
for Quality Management (EFQM)
The College has received the EFQM
Committed to Excellence two-star status,
which celebrates ongoing commitment to
improvement of the organisation and is
recognised throughout Europe.
Ian McCallum, Quality Manager at New
College Lanarkshire, said: “We use the
EFQM model for self-evaluation and
operational planning to work towards
improving our overall performance.”
New College Lanarkshire previously
achieved one-star status in May 2017
and with continued improvement should
achieve three-star status by 2020.

STAFF BIG BREAKFAST RAISES ALMOST £800 FOR MAGGIE’S LANARKSHIRE
Staff from New College Lanarkshire have raised £782.23 for a local cancer charity at an
end-of-term charity breakfast. Members of staff from across the College’s six campuses
celebrated the end of another successful academic year with the breakfast, with all
proceeds going to Maggie’s Lanarkshire.
Held in the Coatbridge, Cumbernauld and Motherwell campuses, the fundraiser attracted
hundreds of staff members who generously donated to the organisation in return for the
breakfast. Maggie’s Lanarkshire, which offers free support to people with cancer, was
chosen as New College Lanarkshire’s charity of the year for 2018 due to its proximity to
the Coatbridge Campus and for the impact it has had on so many staff members and their
families.

RECORD NUMBER OF STUDENTS RECEIVE AWARDS FROM GOLF
A college committee dedicated to helping students achieve their study-related goals
has granted awards to a record number of students this year.
The Giving Opportunities, Leaping Forward (GOLF) Committee presented awards to
11 students from across the campuses at a special ceremony held in the Coatbridge
Campus.
The winning students included David McGinn, Caroline Fisher, Mahmoud Wakeya,
a mother and son Hairdressing duo, Marion and Ryan McGill, plus three Health and
Social Care students and three patisserie students from Motherwell Campus.
Now in its third year, the GOLF initiative was set up in memory of late colleague
Francis McGeachie to reward exceptional students and support their journey through
education.

