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March NEWS

Spotlight on Apprenticeships
during ScotAppWeek
Scottish Apprenticeship Week took place from 4-8 March and
as a proud provider of a range of apprenticeships, we celebrated
our apprentices, programmes, employers and facilities through a
number of events and partnerships.

Clare Adamson MSP

Clare Adamson MSP visited the Motherwell Campus to meet
joinery apprentices and get a tour of the engineering block.

Construction

Construction pre-apprentices at Motherwell were also paid a visit
by a representative from partner Bell Group, gaining insight into
one of the largest painting, decorating and building maintenance
companies in the UK.

Electronic Fire and Security

their skills in a three-day intensive skills competition to gain
a sponsored place at the IFSEC Engineers of Tomorrow skills
competition in London.
A number of industry partners attended the event at Kirkintilloch,
including Richard Jenkins, Chief Executive of the National
Security Inspectorate, who described the facilities on offer as
“best in class across the UK.”

Foundation Apprenticeship

The College’s Foundation Apprenticeship team presented at an
information day held at the Motherwell Concert Hall to give
parents and guardians the chance to find out more about the FA
programme and the opportunities available for pupils in 2019.

CPD session

For staff, a CPD session providing information on the College’s
apprenticeship offering was held in the Coatbridge Campus, led
by Andrew Fretwell and Scott Black.

Meanwhile at the Kirkintilloch Campus, Electronic Fire and
Security apprentices nearing the end of their training showcased
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Celebrating Skills at NCL

Ross Megahy

In March the College hosted some of the most talented
young people from across the UK to compete in digital
skills.

New College Lanarkshire had one former student
among the competitors – Ross Megahy, 22, from Bonkle
in Newmains, who last year won a bronze medal at a
similar Europe-wide contest held in Budapest and has
now been selected to represent the UK in Mechanical
Engineering: CAD in Kazan.

The three-day Team UK Selection event was held in
the Coatbridge Campus for students and apprentices
competing for a place at an international trade skills
contest in Russia in August.
Eleven competitors were battling for one of four
available places to represent the UK in either IT Network
Administration, Mechanical Engineering: CAD, 3D Digital
Game Art, or Web Design at WorldSkills Kazan 2019.
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The event was launched with a ‘Celebration of Skills’
evening involving taster sessions, talks from invited
guests and a piped welcome from pupils of North
Lanarkshire Schools’ Pipe Band.
Medal winners and members of staff also attended
a Celebration of Skills awards ceremony at City of
Glasgow College.
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Making big steps in STEM
The College proudly launched STEM Lanarkshire in
March with a special event for budding junior Einsteins
from the College nurseries.
‘Toddle into STEM’ was held at the Coatbridge
Campus, marking the start of a college-led campaign
to encourage teachers, lecturers and education
professionals across the region to engage young people
in science, technology, engineering and maths related
subjects.

Supporting Supported Learning
The College hosted an event in March to showcase
the variety of opportunities available to students in
the Faculty of Supported Learning – welcoming over
100 students and their families, friends and carers
to browse stalls set up by more than 30 employers,
service providers and training organisations.

Activities were held for the little learners, followed by
a presentation and networking opportunity which was
attended by more than 50 invited guests.
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March’s student stars
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Sophie Orr

liam, andrew & stuart

Sophie Orr, a former Computer Aided Architectural Design
and Technology student, was recognised as a rising star in the
industry after winning a prestigious award.
Sophie was awarded the ‘Keep your eye on this one’ accolade at
the BIM (Building Information Modelling) Awards in Newcastle.

Students from the Faculty of Supported Learning were shortlisted
for a prestigious sports award following successful work
placements with Active Schools in Wishaw. Liam Devine, Andrew
Stodart and Stuart Wylie were presented with certificates at the
Scottish Sports Futures awards ceremony at The Radisson Hotel
in Glasgow.

Taylor & Denby

Chris Murison

Travel and Tourism students Taylor Kennedy and Denby McLaren
were named local heroes after winning the Blantyre Telegraph’s
Blantyre Oscars for organising a number of charitable activities.

Chris Murison, a former Computer Aided Architectural Design
Technology (CAADT) student, celebrated one year of his own
kitchen business in Motherwell – and credits the skills he learned
at college for his success.

9

March’s student stars
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Lewis Capaldi

Erin Wilson

Lewis Capaldi, a former Music student turned national superstar,
was number 1 in the official music charts for most of the month of
March, beating acts like Calvin Harris and Ariana Grande for the
top spot. Lewis has now planned a world tour, with most dates sold
out.

Erin Wilson, a HND Coaching and Developing Sport at the
Broadwood Campus, was one of only two college students to be
selected for the Women’s national football squad for Scottish
Student Sport.

Anna Turek

Robbie Mallon

Anna Turek, a Photography student, won a competition to have
her image featured in the True Highland 2020 calendar.

Robbie Mallon, a student on an Access to Creative Industries
programme, shared his passion for music in the latest issue of
Oot ‘n’ Aboot – published by a support project within NHS Greater
Glasgow and Clyde.
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APRIL

Law students sample prison life
Legal Studies students were given a taste of life behind bars in
April after a class trip to HMP Barlinnie in Glasgow.
Organised by Law Lecturer and former defence solicitor, Ciaran
O’Neill, the group got to experience the final step in the judicial
system they have been learning about in the classroom, finding
out about rehabilitation and what life is really like inside.

Childcare students meet Commissioner
for Children and Young People
Students studying towards a career in childcare recently benefited
from an educational visit from the Commissioner for Children and
Young People, Bruce Adamson. Bruce met with HNC Childhood
Practice and Preparation for Childcare students and well as a
Foundation Apprentice from Holy Cross High School.
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Market day secures rent-free unit
A partnership between North Lanarkshire Properties LLP, North
Lanarkshire Council and the College is set to benefit students on
the College’s ‘Market Day’ initiative. The partnership has agreed
construction of new industrial units – with one unit designated
to host New College Lanarkshire students, providing rent free
accommodation and a grant to help students establish their
business.

Hospital hair salon opens
Local football hero James McFadden cut the ribbon on a new hair
salon at University Hospital Wishaw – which is being staffed
by students of New College Lanarkshire. The ex-Motherwell FC
and Scotland icon was joined by Clyde 1’s Superscoreboard host
Gordon Duncan to officially launch the service and welcome the
first in-patient clients. The salon, which has been named Styles &
Smiles, will provide free hairdressing and barbering services
to long-stay patients.
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april’s news

Investors in People accreditation
New College Lanarkshire was reaccredited by Investors in
People, achieving silver status – the second of four possible
stages of accreditation and one stage higher than our previous
accreditation awarded in 2016.

MPA Awards haul
Photography students captured an incredible awards tally from
the Master Photographers Association Scottish Region Awards.
The team of 21 HNC and HND students from the Motherwell
Campus received 14 Awards of Excellence, 47 merits and a Student
of the Year award.

Marketday
Student Essentials
Supported Learning students at the Coatbridge Campus have put
together a promo video about their enterprise, Student Essentials,
part of the Market Day initiative. View it here.
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aht competition success
Students and pupils on school partnership programmes at NCL
were awarded 18 medals at the Association of Hairdressers and
Therapists Competition National Final in Blackpool Winter
Gardens – winning seven gold, seven silver and four bronze
medals.
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april’s student stars

level 5 Dental Nursing
Dental Nursing students were busy helping the Students’
Association spread the message about sugar consumption across
the three main campuses in April.

Fabrizio fella
HND Photography student Fabrizio Fella was named Student
Photographer of the Year at the Master Photographers Association
Scottish Region Awards.

Level 5 Dental Nursing students from the Coatbridge Campus
have been working in collaboration with Dominika, Coatbridge
Vice-President of the Students’ Association, to inform students
how much sugar is in food and drink available to students to help
them make informed choices.

Peter Shearer
A student from the Faculty of Supported Learning made waves on
a work placement with CamGlen Radio. Peter Shearer, a student on
the Life Skills, Enterprise and Employability programme, worked
with the radio station every Wednesday to develop skills for work,
increase his confidence and obtain valuable work experience.
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Prince’s Trust
Young people from across Lanarkshire completed Prince’s Trust
Team Programmes with New College Lanarkshire in April.
Hosted in the College’s Coatbridge, Cumbernauld and Motherwell
Campuses, ‘Team 3’ participants completed the Prince’s Trust 12week Team Programme - a personal development programme for
16-25 year olds, supporting them in taking steps towards future
employment and training.
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