Report on the NCL Students’ Association
May 2019

Vice President Motherwell: Marisa Rose
Vice President Coatbridge: Dominika Gryska

Contents
Pie the Teacher week – Chris’s House Fundraiser ................................................................................ 3
Elections .................................................................................................................................................. 4
French intern........................................................................................................................................... 6
College Radio .......................................................................................................................................... 7
Healthy Choices....................................................................................................................................... 8
Class Representatives ............................................................................................................................. 9
Sparqs awards ....................................................................................................................................... 10
Handover............................................................................................................................................... 11

Pie the Teacher week – Chris’s House Fundraiser
Given the ongoing need to support local organisations, such as Chris’s House, which stands
for ‘Centre of Help, Response and Intervention Surrounding Suicide’ and was set up to offer
a safe environment where people in crisis may have a respite from their current unwellness,
NCLSA decided to run another fundraising, but fun activity within the college.
As part of “pie week”, NCLSA ran a Pie the Teacher event at the Motherwell campus in the
atrium. Many staff and students sponsored teaching staff to be “pied” and the top 6 were
selected. Great fun was had by all and a total of £360.00 for Chris’s House.

Elections

Campaigning for the Students’ Association elections has begun across all campuses and will
continue on until 10 May with voting taking place between 13 – 17 May.
There are a record number of candidates running this year.
Photos and Manifestos of our candidates can be found through this link…
Candidates for election are:
PRESIDENT:
Minahil Nawaz
R.O.N
VICE PRESIDENT (MOTHERWELL & HAMILTON):
Amina Nawaz
Ian Patterson
Elena Pandilica
Lesley Jaap
Lisa Grant
VICE PRESIDENT (COATBRIDGE)
Gemma Rankin
Calum Smith

VICE PRESIDENT (CUMBERNAULD/BROADWOOD/KIRKINTILLOCH)
Dominika Gryskza
Hayley Ferrie
In addition to these paid roles that commence on 1 July, NCLSA intend to increase
participation in the Students’ Association by continuing with the voluntary role of Vice
President from the Faculty of Supported Learning, who will assist in ensuring that the students
are represented and assist with gathering feedback and organisation of activities.

French intern
NCLSA have welcomed a student intern from France who commenced on 29 April and will be
with us until the end of June. This opportunity has arisen from the Erasmus programme,
which was initiated by the Business Development Team. We are hoping to learn a lot about
student life in France, and the different activities that take place as well as getting assistance
with planning our end of year events.

College Radio
Always keen to ensure we engage with many forms of communication, Dawn, NCLSA
Executive Officer, has been learning how to broadcast on the college radio – NCLSA plan to
make greater of the radio to communicate with students and increase engagement.

Healthy Choices
Building upon our activities for the Healthy Body Healthy Mind campaign, Dominika has been running
a campaign to assist students and staff to make healthier choices in the canteens across the college.
Many student groups have been actively involved in the campaign.

Class Representatives
As part of our ongoing commitment to class representatives, following on from the sparqs
training, Saint John’s ambulance delivered a number of first aid sessions that has contributed
to upskilling of class representatives. Everyone who participated said they enjoyed the
training and we plan to organise more first aid sessions next year.

Sparqs awards

Following on from the sparqs’ conference in Edinburgh, the third annual Student Engagement
Awards were presented in recognition and celebration of

good practice in student

engagement across Scottish colleges and universities.
New College Lanarkshire and NCL submitted a project for the category of shaping the
curriculum, open to both HEIs and FE. This was a co-curricular initiative or project (focusing,
for example, on students working in partnership with their college or university on curriculum
design, curriculum delivery or assessment) which has had a positive impact on student
learning across the college or university. Although we were shortlisted, we did not win,
however the Market Day initiative will continue to be supported going forward.
Winner
A Whole Institution Approach on Embedding Intercultural Skills into the Curriculum at GCU Glasgow Caledonian University Students’ Association.
Runners up
Abertay University’s Co-Curricular Research Volunteer Scheme and a Student-Led Evaluation
of its Impact - Abertay University.
‘Be Engaged – Market Day’: Promoting Entrepreneurship - New College Lanarkshire.

Handover
The current Student Association officers are currently preparing their handover for the new
team that will be commencing in July. This handover will be supported by the NUS and
Learner Engagement team.

