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Awards and Achievements Summer 2019

     COLLEGE FOOTBALL 
FINALS GOLD FOR NCL

The College’s men’s football 
team triumphed in the 2019 
College National Finals in 
Edinburgh. 

The team beat Dundee and 
Angus College 3–0 in the final 
to take home gold.

The match, organised by 
Scottish Student Sport, was 
held at Oriam, Scotland’s Sport 
Performance Centre within 
Heriot-Watt University.

Andrew Johnston was also 
named as the recipient of the 
MVP (Most Valuable Player) 
Award by the match officials.

The College’s men’s football team 
triumphed in the 2019 College 
National Finals in Edinburgh“ “
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Dance students took a bite 
out of the Big Apple on a six-
day visit to the United States.

Nine HND Professional 
Dance Performance students 
from Coatbridge Campus 
made the trip to New 
York with lecturers Julie 
McLaughlin and Sharon 
Mudie.

The group attended daily 
classes at Broadway Dance 
Center and also visited the 
Baryshnikov Arts Center.

     BRIGHT LIGHTS 
OF BROADWAY FOR 
PROFESSIONAL 
DANCE STUDENTS

Dance students took a bite 
out of the Big Apple on a six
day visit to the United States“ “
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Accounting and Administration 
students from Coatbridge 
Campus raised almost £3,000 
for three charities – Beatson 
Cancer Charity, Action for 
Children and Ronald McDonald 
House. 

Students from across 
three classes were tasked 
with completing an events 
management module – aiming 
to develop and enhance 
management, people and 
organisational skills.

Lecturer Ann Calderhead 
said: “I am very proud of all 
three groups of students. Each 
group has worked tirelessly to 
raise money for their chosen 
charity – and the charities are 
delighted with the results.”

     STUDENT-LED 
EVENTS RAISE £3,000 
FOR CHARITY

Accounting and 
Administration students 
from Coatbridge Campus 
raised almost £3,000

“ “
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A competition to design a 
college logo for Equality & 
Diversity was won by James 
McCaig, who studied HND Art 
and Design at the College’s 
Kirkintilloch Campus.

He created a swallow design as 
they live in communities and he 
wanted to reflect how lecturers 
provide support to students.

The competition was launched 
in December 2018, with 25 
entries submitted. The runner-
up was HND Art and Design 
student Karen Morris.

     COLLEGE’S WINNING
EQUALITY AND DIVERSITY
LOGO UNVEILED

A competition to design a college 
logo for Equality & Diversity was 
won by James McCaig“ “
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An initiative between Glencryan 
School and New College 
Lanarkshire has led to a weekly 
café opening at St Mungo’s Parish 
Church in Cumbernauld’s town 
centre.

Students enrolled on the 
Introduction to Practical Workplace 
Skills course in the Faculty of 
Supported Learning operate ‘The 
Wee Scone’ on Wednesdays during 
term-time.

The realistic working environment is 
designed to give young people with 
additional support needs the chance 
to develop professional cookery, 
numeracy, literacy and enterprise 
skills that could pave the way 
to employment in the hospitality 
industry or further study at the 
College.

     THE WEE SCONE 
CAFÉ OPENS IN 
CUMBERNAULD 

An initiative between 
Glencryan School and New 
College Lanarkshire has led 
to a weekly café opening

“ “
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Talented Photography students 
are using their skills to help raise 
money for St Andrew’s Hospice.

The College’s Photography team 
has teamed up with the Airdrie 
hospice for a second year to host 
a competition for students to have 
their images feature in its annual 
calendar.

A judging panel selected the top 
12 images, and chose Coatbridge 
Campus student Kerri Beck’s 
photograph ‘Family Ties’ as the 
overall winner.

The awards were presented 
by world-renowned landscape 
photographer Colin Prior.

     PHOTOGRAPHY
STUDENTS CAPTURE
HOSPICE’S 2020 VISION 

Talented Photography 
students are using their 
skills to help raise money 
for St Andrew’s Hospice

“ “
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Students in the Faculty of 
Supported Learning marked 
completing their studies in a series 
of Celebration of Achievement 
ceremonies.

Friends, family and supporters 
joined faculty staff in applauding 
the students’ accomplishments and 
acknowledging the different routes 
they are taking to achieve their 
potential.

There were also John Mather Trust 
Awards presented to students 
who have excelled in their extra-
curricular activities.

     CELEBRATIONS OF 
ACHIEVEMENT FOR 
SUPPORTED LEARNING 
STUDENTS 

Supported Learning Students 
marked completing their studies 
in a series of Celebration of 
Achievement ceremonies

“ “
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Photography students struck 
gold at the annual British 
Institute of Professional 
Photography (BIPP) Scottish 
Region Student Awards.

Six accolades were collected by 
HNC and HND students from 
the Motherwell Campus at the 
prestigious annual competition.

The awards, which attracted 
more than 450 entries from 
student photographers across 
Scotland, took place in the 
Meow Photography Studios in 
Edinburgh.

     PHOTOGRAPHY 
STUDENTS STRIKE 
GOLD AT BIPP  
STUDENT AWARDS

Photography students struck 
gold at the annual British 
Institute of Professional 
Photography (BIPP) awards 

“ “
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A Beauty student climbed Ben 
Nevis as the pinnacle of her 
fundraising activities for St 
Andrew’s Hospice.

Debbie Green, together with her 
friend, Caitlyn McKeown, raised 
more than £2,091.70 for the 
hospice.

The friends participated in a 
range of fundraising activities 
in memory of Debbie’s mum, 
Marie.

     BEAUTY STUDENT 
SCALES BEN NEVIS IN 
MUM’S MEMORY

A Beauty student climbed 
Ben Nevis as the pinnacle 
of her fundraising activities 
for St Andrew’s Hospice 

“ “
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A former student has made the 
next step in her Dental Nursing 
career by moving to Malta – 
thanks to a work experience 
placement she excelled in 
during her time at New College 
Lanarkshire.

Sarah Murphy completed 
the Level 6 Higher National 
Certificate in Dental Nursing at 
Coatbridge Campus and took 
part in an educational study trip 
in Malta where she completed a 
two-week work placement at Mint 
Health and Dental in Triq Birbal. 

Sarah excelled in her placement 
and impressed her employers with 
her knowledge, confidence and 
skills.

     DENTAL STUDENT 
MAKES MOVE TO MALTA  
AFTER ERASMUS EXPERIENCE

A former student has made the 
next step in her Dental Nursing 
career by moving to Malta “ “
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Three female students who 
completed a Construction  
Pre-Apprenticeship course 
secured Modern Apprenticeships 
in joinery.

Hollie McArthur beat scores of 
other applicants to gain a job 
as an apprentice joiner with 
national house builder Barratt 
Homes.

Sarah Healy and Helena 
Montague were both offered jobs 
by Newhouse-based property 
maintenance company Timetra.

     CONSTRUCTION COURSE 
PAVES WAY FOR TRIO OF 
JOINERY APPRENTICESHIPS

Three female students 
completed a Construction  
Pre-Apprenticeship course“ “
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An initiative run by New College 
Lanarkshire in partnership with 
the Prince’s Trust has given a 
local teen the chance to meet the 
Duke of Rothesay.

Matthew Harvey, 17, from Lanark 
met Prince Charles following 
his work placement at a local 
horticultural centre, Castlebank 
Park, while taking part in the 
Prince’s Trust Team project.

Working at the hub for education, 
training, volunteering and 
outdoors enthusiasts, Matthew 
helped with planting, watering 
and weeding the flower beds 
to develop essential skills, 
confidence and experience –  
part of the project’s initiative.

     PRINCE CHARLES 
LEARNS ABOUT COLLEGE 
PRINCE’S TRUST PROJECT

Local teen given the 
chance to meet the 
Duke of Rothesay“ “
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Students have elected Calum 
Smith as their new Student 
President. He’s already working 
with a team of Vice Presidents 
to plan an exciting calendar of 
events, awareness campaigns 
and charity fundraising 
activities.

Calum returned to education 
last year as a mature student 
and recently completed NQ 
Barbering and Male Grooming at 
Coatbridge Campus.

He regularly participated in the 
student-led pop-up barber shops 
hosted as part of the Market Day 
initiative at the College.

     CALUM ELECTED AS  
PRESIDENT OF NCL  
STUDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

Students have elected 
Calum Smith as their 
new Student President “ “
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A Conservation student secured 
a paid summer job with leading 
environmental management 
company VHE after impressing 
during a work placement 
organised as part of her studies.

Louisa Palmer, who recently 
completed NQ Animal Biology 
and Conservation at Coatbridge 
Campus, was selected to do a 
two-week placement with VHE at 
the site of the new Ravenscraig 
public park in Motherwell.

She is now working with the 
company at another of its 
sites at Shawfield in Glasgow 
doing water sampling, moisture 
sampling, noise and vibration 
monitoring.

     WORK PLACEMENT 
LEADS TO SUMMER JOB FOR 
CONSERVATION STUDENT

A Conservation student 
secured a paid summer job 
with leading environmental 
management company VHE  

“ “
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Inclusive dance company Indepen-
dance and welfare charity Leonard 
Cheshire brought together students 
from the Faculty of Supported 
Learning and residents of Parksprings 
care home in Motherwell for an inter-
generational project.

The eight-week programme, organised 
as part of the ‘Can Do Project’, was 
designed to encourage health and 
wellbeing through music and dance.

It culminated in a performance of 
a devised dance routine at the care 
home for family, friends and guests 
from the local community.
Amanda Muncie, Programme 
Coordinator of Can Do Glasgow for 
Leonard Cheshire, said: “The group 
built relationships with each other, 
breaking down generational barriers 
by having two things in common: the 
love for music and the love for having 
fun.”

     STUDENTS TEAM UP 
WITH INDEPEN-DANCE 
FOR CARE HOME PROJECT

Inclusive dance company 
Indepen-dance worked 
with students of New 
College Lanarkshire

“ “
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Computer Aided Design ace 
Ross Megahy is competing 
at global trade skills contest 
WorldSkills Kazan 2019.

He is part of the 37-strong 
Team UK set to compete at 
the 45th annual event, which 
takes place from August 
22nd–27th in the Tatarstan 
capital.

Ross won a bronze medal for 
Mechanical Engineering: CAD 
at EuroSkills Budapest in 
September 2018.

     CAD ACE ROSS
COMPETES AT 
‘SKILLS OLYMPICS’

Computer Aided Design ace 
Ross Megahy will compete at 
global trade skills contest“ “
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A hair salon within University 
Hospital Wishaw operated 
by students and staff of New 
College Lanarkshire been 
shortlisted for Scotland’s 
Dementia Awards 2019.

The salon, Styles & Smiles, 
opened in April to offer long-
stay patients free hair styling 
and barbering services.

More than 300 treatments 
have already been carried out 
by Commercial Hairdressing 
or Barbering and Male 
Grooming – and dedicated 
lecturers and students have 
been volunteering their time 
one day per week over the 
summer.

     HOSPITAL SALON 
SHORTLISTED IN SCOTLAND’S 
DEMENTIA AWARDS

The salon, Styles & 
Smiles, opened in April “

“



College News
36 37

Awards and Achievements Summer 2019

More than 500 students at New 
College Lanarkshire are set 
to benefit from overseas work 
placement opportunities thanks to 
Erasmus+ funding being approved 
by Ecorys UK.

The funding has been approved 
until 2021 giving students 
the chance to visit, work and 
experience the culture in countries 
including France, Spain, Italy, 
Malta, Finland, Lithuania, Austria 
and Cyprus.

For example, NQ Animal Biology 
and Conservation students took 
part in the Erasmus programme 
in Malta this summer, with 
three students gaining valuable 
experience in marine conservation 
work at the Malta National Trust.

     NCL SECURES ERASMUS+ 
FUNDING FOR EUROPEAN 
WORK PLACEMENTS

More than 500 students at New 
College Lanarkshire are set to 
benefit from overseas work“ “
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Health and Social Care students 
have been given a head start 
in choosing their future career 
options after an industry 
recruitment event held at New 
College Lanarkshire.

Organised in partnership 
with NHS Lanarkshire, North 
Lanarkshire Council and the 
University of the West of Scotland, 
more than 200 students from 
New College Lanarkshire’s Health 
& Social Care, Early Learning & 
Childcare, and Dental Nursing 
curriculum areas attended the 
event held at Coatbridge Campus.

The event highlighted the 
various opportunities available to 
students in Lanarkshire through 
collaborative working between 
organisations – aiming to recruit a 
highly skilled care workforce and 
address the needs of the area.

     FUTURE HEALTH AND  
SOCIAL CARE WORKFORCE 
INSPIRED AT COLLEGE EVENT

Health and Social Care 
students have been given 
a head start in choosing 
their future career

“ “



College News
40 41

Awards and Achievements Summer 2019

New College Lanarkshire is to 
receive funding to develop its 
international dental training 
programmes from an initiative 
developed by the British 
Council and China’s Ministry of 
Education.
 
Designed to boost education 
partnerships, the initiative 
is the first-ever multi-lateral 
education collaboration between 
the UK, China and the Belt & 
Road Initiative (BRI) countries 
and 28 universities across 12 
countries will benefit.

     COLLEGE SECURES
FUNDING TO IMPROVE 
INTERNATIONAL DENTAL 
HEALTHCARE TRAINING

New College Lanarkshire is to 
receive funding to develop its 
international dental training“ “
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A digital inclusion project 
brought community groups 
from across North Lanarkshire 
together at a networking event 
in Coatbridge.

Around 20 members of the 
Digital North Lanarkshire 
project gathered at 101 Park 
Street to share ideas.

The networking event attracted 
staff from North Lanarkshire 
Community Learning and 
Development, the NCT Centre 
in Newmains, Orbiston 
Neighbourhood Centre in 
Bellshill, the Nifty Fiftys group 
in Coatbridge, Airdrie Citizens 
Advice Bureau, and New College 
Lanarkshire.

     COMMUNITY  
CONNECTS AT DIGITAL  
NL NETWORKING EVENT

A digital inclusion project 
brought community 
groups from across North 
Lanarkshire together

“ “
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Staff from New College 
Lanarkshire travelled to the 
USA to meet representatives 
from Chippewa Valley 
Technical College (CVTC) in 
Wisconsin to research the 
possibility of a vocational and 
cultural student exchange 
programme. 

The visit was funded by 
ERASMUS+ International 
Credit Mobility, which enables 
staff to go on exchange trips 
with college partners to share 
best practice in education.

     STEPS MADE TOWARDS 
USA STUDENT EXCHANGE  
WITH RESEARCH TRIP

Staff from New College 
Lanarkshire travelled to the 
USA to meet representatives“ “




