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INTRODUCTION
Since being elected into their posts at the start of term,
the Students’ Association has been working hard over
the last few months on a wide range of projects and
activities.
Despite the limitations brought on by the current
climate, the team has been successful in engaging
with many of the student population both online and in
person under safe physical distancing measures.
The team has had the opportunity to understand, in
more detail, how the students have been handling the
new blended mode of learning which has offered them
the chance to provide extra support and guidance for
students as well as building up their own profile.

STUDENT

WELCOME
During the first few weeks of the new term, small
groups of students began to return to campus and
the Students’ Association were on hand to safely
welcome students with welcome bags.
The team worked together to make up small bags
which included a safety lanyard, health and safety
guidance and a reusable face mask. The bags were
left for 72 hours to comply with government health
and safety guidance and students were able to
collect these bags in line with safe physical distancing
measures.

FRESHERS’ 2020

Took place online from
Monday 21st September
To bring a positive and fun start to the academic term, the
Students’ Association organised an online music festival style
Freshers’ event which students were able to participate in via the
student portal MyDay and the college social media channels.
With the help of various staff members and a sound and
production student, the team was able to organise a week worth
of online music entertainment. This included past NCL students,
performances from local Lanarkshire bands and singers as well
as live Facebook DJ sets, including one by Go-Radio Glasgow’s
presenter Stevie Lennon (who also helped promote the event live
on air!)
Over 1,991 students participated in the week’s activities which was
a fantastic turnout. Some lucky students even came away with
Samsung galaxy tablets, Apple airpods and a Fitbit Inspire for
taking part in the Freshers’ competitions.
The event overall was a great success and the team were
delighted they could still bring some Freshers’ fun to the students.

The Laptop Library is a recent NCL initiative created as a solution to help
out any students who may currently be experiencing a form of digital
poverty. For the initiative, funding was made available to purchase laptops
for loaning out to students to allow them to study from home safely and
without worry of missing any coursework.
The Students’ Association has been on the three main campuses over the
last two weeks, helping to organise the safe collection of the laptops for
students. Over six hundred students so far have been safely given a laptop
to use at home and this experience has offered the team the opportunity to
meet students personally to reassure them that the NCL SA are here to help!

MENTAL
HEALTH
WEEK
As part of National Mental Health Week, the
Students’ Association worked together to
create an online social media campaign
to promote some of the mental health and
wellbeing services that are currently available
within Lanarkshire.
By promoting NCL’s current partnerships
with organisations such as Togetherall, Chris’
House and Talking Rooms, and by sourcing
other local services to promote such as
Andy’s Man Club, the team were able to
raise awareness of the many fantastic free
services on offer to students.
Now more than ever it is important
for students to know that they are not
alone during this difficult time. By raising
awareness of NCL’s support services and
local partnerships, the team hope they have
managed to help some students find the
support they need right now.

MORNING
MINDS

On the theme of mental health and wellbeing, our Student
President Kathleen-Anne has taken it upon herself to start up
a regular online coffee morning called ‘Morning Minds’.
The coffee morning will take place fortnightly on a Friday at
11am and the aim of the event is to allow students to have a
casual online chat with the Students’ Association on topics
that will vary with each session.
The first event took place on Friday 16th October and nine
students were in attendance. The team gained some
valuable feedback about the students’ experiences so
far during the current pandemic which offered them the
chance to understand better what support the students are
needing right now.
Moving forward, each event will have a particular theme
and a nominated guest speaker who will open a discussion
and can answer any questions during the first half hour. The
next half hour will involve general discussions and some fun
activities which will hopefully offer students the chance to
get to know one another and build positive connections.

BRITISH SIGN
LANGUAGE
To ensure that the Students’ Association continues to
be accessible to all students, the team has recently
enrolled in the Introduction to British Sign Language
course offered by the College. This course takes place
every Thursday afternoon and the team hope to not
only learn more about BSL for their own use but also
for promoting to other students.
The team’s mission is to be able to sign a song in
relation to raising awareness of BSL and aim to
accomplish this by the end of the college year.

SA

REBRAND
The Students’ Association is very keen
to further develop its their identity
within the College and recently had
a meeting with the Brand team to
discuss a rebrand.
The team all agree that the SA
branding should match the college
branding to show unison. The SA were
tasked to do some research into other
Students’ Associations to get a feel for
what their own messaging and values
should be.
The SA had a second meeting with
NCL’s Brand Manager and Student
Communications Officer to show
them their findings and discuss the
next phase. An interim logo was then
created for use until a final logo can
be developed. The team is excited to
see what will come next!

SA

DEVELOPMENT
As one of the main focuses this year for the Students’ Association
is development, the team met with John O’Hara, Senior Learner
Engagement Officer, on 12th October to discuss the framework
for the ‘Development of Strong and Effective College Students’
Associations’.
The team worked together to review the framework and to set
out achievable priorities to further develop the NCL SA. Each
president has decided to focus on two main priority areas to
work on separately as well as actions to complete as a team. The
SA will meet every three weeks to discuss its priorities to ensure
members are on target for reaching their goals.
Below is a breakdown of the priorities the team will be working on
to ensure accountability, partnership working and sustainability:
LEARNING & TEACHING
• Class rep structure – to implement an interim structure
• Class rep guide – to produce content for this to be created
COMMUNITY & SUSTAINABILITY
• Online communities/platforms – to build upon existing and
create new ones
• SA Brand – to work with the Brand team to further develop
HEALTH & WELLBEING
• Healthy Body, Healthy Mind award – to work on a nomination
• Build internal relationships with support services
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