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Exhibition highlights
creative students’ work
IAN BUNTING

New College Lanarkshire
has unveiled work by
emerging creatives in
a series of free online
exhibitions.

all experienced, it gives us great
pleasure to be able to showcase
the exceptional work produced
by our students and under such
difficult circumstances. The
exhibition is a testament to
the dedication, resilience, and
relentless work of all involved.
“I would personally like
to thank all the VCA staff and
students for never giving up.”
For more information on
the college’s range of courses
in animation, visit www.
nclanarkshire.ac.uk/courses

Over the next week, students
of courses in animation will
have their very best work
showcased in the college’s endof-year visual and creative arts
exhibition.
The showcase will present
HNC 3D computer animation
today, Wednesday, while HND
3D computer animation will
close the exhibition on Friday.
To visit the virtual exhibitions,
re gi s t er at htt p s ://w w w .
eventbrite.co.uk/e/visual-andcreative-arts-virtual-exhibitiontickets-153767471647
The online exhibition will
be held on dedicated platform
Kunstmatrix. Everyone who
registers will be sent a link for
each exhibition as it goes live.
Kelly Cunningham,
curriculum and quality leader
for visual and creative arts,
said: “This is the first year that
our disciplines have been able
to exhibit all together in one
‘creative extravaganza’, which
is incredibly exciting for staff and
students alike.
“We usually exhibit separately
due to the sheer enormity of the
venue required to host a whole
VCA event.
“So, whilst this is not a
‘normal’ year, we are making
the most of what the virtual
world has to offer and uniting
the discipline of animation in
exhibitions that you can view Showcase This 3D computer animation by student Alejandro is an example of the ace work
from the comfort of your own
home.
“After the extraordinary and
challenging year that we have
ll
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Award nod
for college
New College Lanarkshire has been named as a
finalist in two categories at The Herald Higher
Education Awards 2021.
The college scooped shortlist appearances for
‘Outstanding Business Engagement in Colleges’
and the ‘Innovative Use of Technology Award’.
Its Lanarkshire Business Hub (LBH) has been
chosen as a finalist in the former category,
which celebrates “innovative approaches to
delivering employers’ workforce development
and student employability”.
Professor Christopher Moore, principal and
chief executive of New College Lanarkshire,
said: “It is a great honour that two of our
initiatives have been chosen as finalists in these
prestigious awards as examples of best practice
in Scotland’s Higher Education sector.
“It is even more rewarding knowing they are
examples of the college’s lasting dedication and
of our dynamic approaches.
“I’d like to offer my sincere thanks to all
those involved in New College Lanarkshire’s
shortlisted initiatives.”
LBH provides a forum for the business
community, bringing together key partners,
industry experts and businesses for monthly
events and workshops.
Since lockdown began, the hub has
successfully transitioned to an online forum,
enabling members to learn, network and
collaborate for the benefit of the local economy.
It currently has 500 members, representing
businesses ranging from large multinationals
to sole traders, across 62 different sectors.
The college’s Virtual Autodesk Digital
Construction Challenge has been shortlisted
in the ‘Innovative Use of Technology Award’,
which celebrates “institutions using technology
to accomplish new forms of student delivery,
learning or research”.
The challenge was led by lecturer Michael
McGuire, the WorldSkills UK Training Manager
for BIM (Building Information Modelling), and
Philipp Mueller at Autodesk who devised and
delivered a virtual version of a UK-wide BIM
competition in the months following lockdown.
Michael also created an online training
resource to allow students across the UK to
prepare for the challenge.
The Herald Higher Education Awards are now
in their sixth year of recognising outstanding
higher education institutions in Scotland.
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Are you being served? Jonathan Speed, Senior Project Manager with North Lanarkshire Council, visits the catering kiosk to see budding
enterprise students Olivia Muir (19) and Bobbi Arnott (20), both from Motherwell, gear up for the opening of their new business

Young café owners
savouring park life
BY SHIRLEY BARTYNEK
Two enterprising students from New
College Lanarkshire are putting their
ﬁnal plans in place for the opening of
a catering kiosk in the new public park
at Ravenscraig.
Tat’s after they won the opportunity to start
up their own café business.
Te ‘Food Lovers Café’ will be a key feature of
the new park, serving great food throughout the
day in a fabulous outdoor setting.
Te new £3.7million public park at Ravenscraig,
built by North Lanarkshire Council (NLC), is
scheduled to open in the summer and forms part
of its plans to regenerate the former steelworks
site.
Now competition winners, Bobbi Arnott and

Olivia Muir, both from Motherwell, are ready to
serve up perfect park food for visitors and take
their frst steps into business.
Olivia, 19, said: “We’re really looking forward
to getting started. We’ll be providing a range of
food throughout the day including breakfast,
lunch, hot drinks and snacks.
“We hope our café will be a place everyone
visiting the park can enjoy, whether they’re
coming to play sport, attend an event, visit the play
area, meet friends and family or just sit and relax.”
Bobbi and Olivia’s catering plans became
reality after their competition success – run by the
council and college in partnership with Business
Gateway Lanarkshire, Young Enterprise Scotland
(YES) and North Lanarkshire Properties – for
students to win the use of a hub kiosk situated
in the new Ravenscraig park. Bobbi, 20, added:

“We can’t wait to be part of this fantastic new
park and play our part in making the area a hive
of community activity.
“We’re really excited to have this opportunity
to serve great food in such a lovely setting, while
gaining frst-hand experience of operating and
running our own catering business.
“We hope people will come and say hello and
sample the food. Te whole process has been a
fantastic opportunity. We’ve both been working so
hard to get to where we are now. We are so excited
to get started and continue this new adventure.”
Professor Christopher Moore said Bobbi and
Olivia were “a real credit” to the college.
NCL principal and chief executive added: “I
wish them all the very best in their new venture
and hope their entrepreneurial spirit will be an
inspiration to others at the college.”
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Wishaw woman keeps
data firm climbing high
A business that had its beginnings at New
College Lanarkshire is still going strong
throughout the pandemic.
Ascent Cyber launched as a university
start-up by students in 2019 and has only
grown stronger since.
The three employees at Ascent all met
while studying at college in Motherwell,
going on to start the business together at
university.
And that includes Wishaw’s
Stephanie Hill, who has been at the core of
the cybersecurity firm since its
beginnings.
Ascent provides cybersecurity services
to small and medium-sized businesses,
providing much-needed security and
safety in a digital age.
Stephanie said:“Since leaving
university we have continued with Ascent
and it is going great for us.
“We did struggle when Covid hit
and we had to really change our business
model to suit the current state of the
world.
“We had to start working remotely with
businesses rather than going on-site to

assess their needs.
“But this means we can now help lots
more businesses, which has paid off for
us.
“We also offer a subscription service
now, as we realised the businesses we
cater for are likely struggling financially
due to lockdowns.
“This means businesses who really
need the security can afford it at a
reasonable cost.”
As well as running the business,
Stephanie and colleague Malgorzata
Borowiecka have been lecturing
at the college where they first met,
teaching the next generation of
cybersecurity workers.
“It has been great to get back to the
college and get more people into this
industry,”Stephanie added.
“This is where me and Malgorzata were
first inspired to get into the business we
are in so it is an honour to come back here
and help lecture.”
The business can be found online
as well as on all the usual social media
platforms.
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Double delight for
college on shortlist
IAN BUNTING
New College Lanarkshire has been
named as a ﬁnalist in two categories
at The Herald Higher Education
Awards 2021.

technology to accomplish new forms of
student delivery, learning or research”.
Te challenge was led by lecturer Michael
McGuire, who is the WorldSkills UK Training
Manager for BIM (Building Information
Modelling), and Philipp Mueller at Autodesk
who devised and delivered a virtual version
of a UK-wide BIM competition in the months
following lockdown.
Michael also created an extensive online
training resource to allow students of colleges
and universities across the UK to prepare for
the challenge.
The Herald Higher Education Awards
are now in their sixth year of recognising
outstanding higher education institutions
in Scotland.

Te college scooped shortlist appearances
for “Outstanding Business Engagement
in Colleges” and the “Innovative Use of
Technology Award”.
Its Lanarkshire Business Hub (LBH)
has been chosen as a fnalist in the former
category, which celebrates “innovative
approaches to delivering employers’
workforce development and student
employability”.
Professor Christopher Moore, principal and
chief executive of New College Lanarkshire,
said: “It is a great honour that two of our
initiatives have been chosen as fnalists in
these prestigious awards as examples of
best practice in Scotland’s Higher Education
sector.
“It is even more rewarding knowing they are
examples of the college’s lasting dedication
and of our dynamic approaches.
“I would like to offer my sincere thanks to all
those involved in New College Lanarkshire’s
shortlisted initiatives.
“We look forward to virtually meeting
our fellow fnalists at the ceremony to learn
more about their commitment to enhancing
education.”
LBH provides a forum for the business
community, bringing together key partners,
industry experts and businesses for monthly
events and workshops.
Since lockdown began, the hub has
successfully transitioned to an online
forum, enabling members to learn, network
and collaborate for the beneft of the local
economy. It currently has 500 members,
representing businesses ranging from large
multinationals to sole traders, across 62
different sectors.
The college’s Virtual Autodesk Digital Nomination The college’s Lanarkshire Business Hub (LBH) has been chosen as a
Construction Challenge has been shortlisted finalist in the “Outstanding Business Engagement in Colleges” category
in the “Innovative Use of Technology
Award”, which celebrates “institutions using
h l
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Glasgow University scoops the
top prize in 2021 Herald Awards
Covid-19 – saw institutions up and the
down the country recognised for their
work to support education during a
period of unprecedented turmoil.
GLASGOW University is celebrating
Among the winners was New College
after it scooped the top prize in this
Lanarkshire, whose business hub
year’s Herald Higher Education
ﬁnished ﬁrst in our Outstanding
Awards (HHEA).
Business Engagement in Colleges
It was among a host of winners
category.
honoured during a special online
Another victor, this time on the east
ceremony held last night.
coast, was St Andrews University,
The university, Scotland’s second
Scotland’s oldest higher education
oldest, has been named Higher
institution, which won the Enhancing
Education Institution of the Year in
Student Learning award for its
recognition of trailblazing projects such Vertically Integrated Projects scheme.
as the Lighthouse Lab, which was part
The initiative enables people from
of the nation’s ﬁghtback against
any level of study and from different
Covid-19.
subject areas to participate in research
This year’s judges were: Jon Baldwin,
that
can earn them grades and credits.
Managing Director of Higher
Also celebrating is the Royal
Education at the Joint Information
Conservatoire of Scotland, already on a
Systems Committee (Jisc); Mhairi
Harrington OBE, a former principal of high after being named one of the
world’s top three institutions for
West Lothian College who is on the
board at the Scottish Funding Council performing arts education in the 2021
QS World Rankings. It took the
(SFC); Dr Ilona Roth, an honorary
Supporting Student Wellbeing prize.
associate at the Open University’s
Among the individuals honoured was
School of Life, Health and Chemical
Sciences; James Dunphy, SFC Director John Frace at the University of the
of Access, Learning and Outcomes; and Highlands and Islands (Argyll College).
He won in the Outstanding
Roy Gardner, Vice-Principal for
Corporate Development & Innovation Contribution from a University Student
category for his Scotland/UK
at City of Glasgow College (CGC).
coronavirus tracker website, which was
They were deeply impressed by the
a big hit with our judges. Noting that the
critical support role that Glasgow
site was making a material difference to
University took on during the
local communities, James Dunphy
pandemic, particularly its efforts to
boost employment across the city at a described it as an “excellent” project.
time of great uncertainty.
Professor John Harper, former
It has also provided vital assistance
principal of Robert Gordon University,
to graduates and those interested in
took home the Lifetime Achievement
gaining a foothold in the life sciences at Award for his huge contribution to
the start their careers.
higher education.
The university is no stranger to
He has repeatedly demonstrated his
HHEA glory. In 2019, it triumphed in enthusiasm for change and new ideas
our widening access category for a
over the years after holding roles that
programme that allows successful
include senior lecturer and head of
participants to progress to year one in school.
medicine.
“Very early on in my career I could
This year’s awards – which were held see the impact higher education could
online due to the ongoing impact of
have on people and I never lost my
C id 19
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By John-Paul Holden
Education Correspondent

passion for seeing how it could
transform lives,” said Prof Harper, who
was born in Wick and attended
Aberdeen University.
Donald Martin, editor of The Herald
and Herald on Sunday, who chaired the
judging panel, was effusive in his praise
of this year’s winners. “The pandemic
and lockdown restrictions have meant
this has been an incredibly difﬁcult
year for everyone involved in
education,” he said.
“But it has also provided
opportunities for innovation, creativity,
and inspiration. “In this, our sixth year,
we received around 100 entries.
“Even more impressive was the
quality of entry across all categories.
Choosing that shortlist and the winners
has not been easy and I would like to
give special thanks to our amazing
judges for the time they took diligently
assessing each of the entries and
ensuring that this was a fair and robust
process.”

I never lost my
passion for
seeing how
education
could
transform lives
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 The Herald Higher Education Awards

F

OR the past ﬁve years, The
Herald Higher Education Awards
have championed Scotland’s very
best colleges and universities.
And after a year that has forced the sector to adapt like never before, the winners
have now been announced for 2021.
Our judging panel included Herald
editor Donald Martin, Mhairi Harrington
OBE, Dr Ilona Roth, Honorary Associate
in the School of Life, Health and Chemical Sciences, The Open University,
James Dunphy, Director of Access,
Learning and Outcomes at Scottish
Funding Council, Jon Baldwin, MD of
Higher Education, Jisc, and Roy Gardner,
Vice Principal for Corporate Development
& Innovation at City of Glasgow
College.
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College is a class act
at education awards
IAN BUNTING

New College Lanarkshire
has triumphed in two
categories at The Herald
Higher Education Awards
2021.
During a virtual ceremony,
it was awarded Outstanding
Business Engagement in Colleges
for its Lanarkshire Business Hub,
and Innovative Use of Technology
for its Virtual Autodesk Digital
Construction Challenge.
Professor Christopher
Moore, college principal and
chief executive, said: “Winning
these two prestigious awards is
a great honour for New College
Lanarkshire. Te teams involved
in both of our winning initiatives
have shown great dedication and
innovation, demonstrating how
institutions can successfully adapt
to even the most challenging of
circumstances.
“The Lanarkshire Business
Hub has brought industry and
education together for more
than 10 years, but over the past
15 months, the team has worked
extremely hard to keep this going
virtually, with excellent results.
“The Virtual Autodesk
Digital Construction Challenge
was created out of Michael’s
determination that lockdown
wouldn’t see students missing out
on the chance to compete against
their peers. The online training
resource created as part of this
project will be of benefit to our
students for years to come.”
Te Lanarkshire Business Hub
provides a forum for the business
community, bringing together
key partners, industry experts and
businesses for monthly events and
workshops.
Since lockdown, the hub

has successfully transitioned
to an online forum, enabling
members to learn, network and
collaborate for the benefit of
the local economy. It currently
has 500 members, representing
businesses ranging from large

multinationals to sole traders,
across 62 different sectors.
Tis was the second high-profle
accolade in six months for the
hub, after it won the Employer
Connections award at the CDN
College Awards in December.
The Virtual Autodesk Digital
Construction Challenge was led
by lecturer Michael McGuire,
who is the WorldSkills UK training
manager for BIM (Building
Information Modelling), and
Philipp Mueller at Autodesk,
who devised and delivered a
virtual version of a UK-wide
BIM competition in the months
following lockdown.
Michael also created an
extensive online training resource
to allow students of colleges and
universities across the UK to
prepare for the challenge.
Professor Moore added: “I
would like to congratulate all the
other winners and finalists for
their commitment to enhancing
education.”
The judging panel included
Donald Martin (Newsquest
Scotland), Jon Baldwin (Jisc),
Mhairi Harrington OBE, James
Dunphy (Scottish Funding
Council), Roy Gardner (City of
Glasgow College), and Dr Ilona
Roth (Te Open University).

